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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, March 5, 2019 7:00 pm 
 

Members Present 
Colleen Knight Mark Everett 
William Kenner  Karen Mann 

 
Members Absent 

Cheri Vaughn 
Kathleen Couch 
Rebecca Clark 

 
Others Present 

Emily Rebert, Historic Planner 
Jessica Green, Administrative Support Specialist 

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 
The Chairman called the meeting to order. 

 
II. Invocation  
A moment of silence was taken. 

 
III. Roll Call 
A silent roll call was taken by staff. 

 
IV. Old Business 

 
V. Certificate of Appropriateness 

 
A.  Major Works 
 
1. A request has been made by Ms. Doris Schneider for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 

extend the existing bump-out addition on the west side of the property located at 323 
East Second Street. 
 
Ms. Doris Schneider, 323 E Second Street, came forward and was sworn in.  She stated 
in 2012 they were given permission to do the bump out on the side of the house facing 
the overflow parking lot for the First Baptist Church.  She explained that she is 
requesting permission to add on to that bump out.  She stated that the addition will add 
appropriately 6ft and they plan to use the same materials, same roofing, and one wood 
frame window to match the house.  She explained that the purpose of the addition is to 
enlarge the kitchen.  William Kenner asked about the siding.  He asked if they planned to 
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run all new boards along the side or if they planned to stagger.  Ms. Schneider stated 
that they did plan to stagger the board siding.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.   

 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission a Certificate of appropriateness to Ms. Doris Schneider to extend the 
existing bump-out addition on the west side of the property located at 323 East Second 
Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Chapter 5.3 Additions.  Her motion was seconded by William Kenner and all voted in 
favor. 
 

2. A request has been made by Mr. Will Mayo for a Certificate of Appropriateness to 
remove two holly trees in the south side of the property located at 102 West Second 
Street. 

 
Mr. Will Mayo came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that there are two holly trees 
in the planters in the front of his office.  He explained that he and his father planted 
those trees roughly 30 years ago.  He stated that the tree located on 2nd street has a 
root system that is starting to compromise the planter and the sidewalk.  He explained 
that he would like to remove the trees clean out the planters and plant new trees that 
are similar to those in the area.  William Kenner stated that this is an old structure in the 
district and the trees are causing damage.  The other Commission members agreed.    
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.   

 
Colleen Knight made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. William Mayo to remove two 
holly trees and replace them with two smaller holly trees in the primary elevations of 
the property located at 102 West 2nd Street.  This motion is based on the following 
finding of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.1 Landscaping.  Her motion was seconded by 
Karen Mann.   The motion carried with all voting in favor.   
 

3. A request has been made by Mr. Al Dintino for a Certificate of Appropriateness to make 
the following alterations to the property located at 518 East Second Street: a) Elevate 
the structure b) Detach the existing rear addition and move it to the northeast corner of 
the property c) Construct a new, 1-story addition in the footprint of the old addition in 
the backyard d) Deconstruct the existing deck in the backyard and reconstruct it o wrap 
around the west side if the new addition e) Install shutters on the house f) Install a 
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10’x12’ shed in the back yard of the property g) Construct a run of 6’ privacy fencing in 
the back yard. 

 
William Kenner suggested that the Commission consider each request individually.   
 
Mr. Al Dintino came forward and was sworn in.  He stated that he and his wife moved to 
the area about 6 months ago and they currently reside at 518 E 2nd Street.  He stated 
that he did submit documents showing why they would like to do the items listed in the 
COA application.  Starting with item a, that they would like to elevate the structure due 
to the flooding that they incurred with Hurricane Florence and try to mitigate that from 
happening again.  He stated that they have taken the time to consult with the State 
Historic Office and the office stated that the plan Mr. Dintino has was in line with the 
historic guidelines and they felt it would be acceptable.  Karen Mann asked if the level 
that the house will be raised would be similar to the height of the house across the 
street.  Mr. Dintino stated that the height would be similar to Mr. Stone’s house across 
the way and probably just a little lower than Ms. Schneider’s house at 323 E 2nd Street.  
Karen Mann asked if he planned to do any grading.  Mr. Dintino stated that the west 
side of the property does have some erosion and he plans to build that back up to make 
sure the foundation is not comprised and equal out the grade so that it would not 
negatively impact his neighbor. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward.  Mark Everett stated that he 
appreciated the fact that Mr. Dintino contacted the State Historic Office and the fact 
that he is trying to use multiple ways to mitigate the height.  Mr. Dintino stated that he 
also submitted a landscape plan to help screen and soften the elevation appearance.  
William Kenner asked how Mr. Dintino planned to accommodate the extra height of the 
stairway.  Mr. Dintino stated that he will still be able to do stairs without encroaching on 
the sidewalk.  He stated that there is currently a pad on the stairway and he will have to 
end up using half of that pad, but he will still have a 2ft clearance between the sidewalk 
and the steps.  William Kenner stated that this will be an issue the Commission will 
come across in the further with elevation requests.  The Commission discussed the 
issue.  Emily Rebert explained that in this case Mr. Dintino is congruous and it is not a 
problem.  She stated that the problem comes when you have stairs down to a landing 
and then disburse out on the sides.  She stated that they will have to address this when 
a property comes before them, but that is not the situation in this case.   William Kenner 
stated that East 2nd Street houses are really close to the road.  Karen Mann stated that 
she is very comfortable with the request being that they are working with the State 
office. 
 
Colleen Knight made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Al Dintino to elevate the 
structure located at 518 East Second Street.  This motion is based on the following 
finding of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission 
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Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.2 Materials and 3.3 Foundations.  Her motion 
was seconded by William Kenner and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Dintino explained that they would have to build a garage later and because the 
addition structure was still intact, they decided to move the addition.  He explained that 
the addition was an add on, not part of the original structure.  So, all they are proposing 
to do is remove it and rebuild a new l-story addition in the same footprint.  In stead of 
demoing the old addition they would like to move it and repurpose it as a workshop.  
William Kenner asked about the direction of the roofline.  Mr. Dintino explained that 
they would turn it and the roof line would run parallel with the short line of the 
property.  He stated that you would not be able to see it very well from the street do to 
trees.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward.   
 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Al Dintino to detach the 
existing rear addition and move it to the northeast corner of the property at 518 East 
Second Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
3.12 Outbuildings and Accessory Structures.  Colleen Knight seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
With the construction of the new addition Mr. Dintino stated that he would keep the 
new construction in the same footprint as the removed addition.  Mr. Dintino stated 
that this section of the house is not really visible.  He stated that the only thing they are 
really changing is removing the deck and building a wrap around so that there is an exit 
off of the back.  He stated that they would use approved matching materials for the 
construction as well as the roof.  He stated that they would like to use the hardi-plank 
siding.  William Kenner asked about the windows.  Mr. Dintino stated that the windows 
in the house now are wood cased double paned windows with grids imbedded in the 
glass and since this is a back section, he is open to matching the rest of the house or any 
guidance from the Commission.  William Kenner stated that they allow wood or 
composite windows with external muttons visible from both sides.  Mr. Kenner stated 
that the windows would need to match the other windows with the six over six 
configurations.  Mr. Dintino stated that wouldn’t be a problem.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to speak for or against the 
request.   
 
William Kenner made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Al Dintino to construct a new, 
1-sttory addition in the footprint of the old addition in the backyard at 518 East Second 
Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
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congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Chapter 5.3 Additions.  I further move that the Historic Preservation Commission place 
the following conditions on the approval:  that the applicant use wood or composite 
windows with muttons.  His motion was seconded by Karen Mann and all voted in favor. 
 
Mr. Dintino moved on to the deck request.  He explained that the current deck does 
partially wrap around the west side of the house.  He stated that they are just planning 
to extend that warp around another 10ft.  He stated that materials and the pickets 
would match the original.    
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward.   
 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Al Dintino to deconstruct the 
existing deck in the backyard and reconstruct it to wrap around the west side of the new 
addition.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 
congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically 
Chapter 5.4 Decks.  Colleen Knight seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Dintino explained that they would like to install shutters.  He stated that Emily 
Rebert informed them that the shutters they were looking at may not be appropriate for 
the time period of the house, so they are willing to work on that.  He stated that with 
the style of the house they may not put shutters on the house, but they would like to 
have the option.  Colleen Knight stated that there wasn’t an issue with putting shutters 
on the house, but the style is not appropriate for the house.  Mark Everett stated that in 
his research he found that louvered shutters were appropriate for that time period.  
William Kenner asked about the materials and Mr. Dintino stated that he would use 
wood shutters.  Mr. Kenner then asked if whiling working on the house if he had seen 
any indication that shutters were on the house in the past or if he had any photographs 
showing shutters on the house.  Mr. Dintino stated that he has not seen any evidence of 
shutters on the house.  Karen Mann stated that as long as they went with a shutter 
appropriate for the time period, like a louvered shutter, she didn’t have a problem with 
it.  William Kenner asked if they would be working shutters.  Mr. Dintino stated that 
they probably wouldn’t be operable, just decorative.   
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward.  William Kenner and Mr. 
Dintino discussed working shutters.  Karen Mann stated that shutters shouldn’t be put 
on the house if they were not there before, but evidence of shutters could have been 
removed if the siding had been replaced.  Mark Everett stated that as long as he was 
willing to go with a style that is suitable to the architecture of the house, he didn’t 
necessarily have a problem with the request.    
 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Al Dintino to install shutters 
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on the house located at 518 East Second Street that are appropriate with the Historic 
Preservation Guidelines, specifically louvered shutters.  This motion is based on the 
following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic Preservation 
Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.4 Windows and Doors and 3.10 
Architectural Details.  Her motion was seconded by Colleen Knight and all voted in favor.   
 
Mr. Dintino stated that the house does not have much storage, so he would like to 
utilize a 10’x12’ shed to store mostly garden tools.  He showed the Commission where 
the shed would be located.  William Kenner asked if the shed would be elevated.  Mr. 
Dintino stated that it would, but the rear yard does go up so he didn’t think it would 
need to be elevated as much as the house.  He stated that he would elevate it just to 
base flood elevation and then build a set of steps or a ramp. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward to step for or against the 
request.       

 
Colleen Knight made the following motion: I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriates to Mr. Al Dintino to install a 10’x12’ shed 
in the back yard of the property located at 518 East 2nd Street.  This motion is based on 
the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with the Historic 
Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 3.12 Outbuildings and 
Accessory Structures.  Her motion was seconded by William Kenner and all voted in 
favor. 
 
Mr. Dintino stated that his final request is to construct a 6’ fence in the back yard.  He 
stated that he was hoping that he would not have to, but there is a business behind 
them who chose to remove the natural barrier.  He stated that since that natural 
screening was removed, he has a great view of a commercial property with a dumpster 
and everything that comes with that.  So, for privacy and esthetics they would like to 
have the option to construct a fence, but they may decide to go with a tree screen. 
 
The Chairman opened the floor and no one came forward.   
 
Karen Mann made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation 
Commission grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Al Dintino to construct a run 
of 6’ privacy fencing in the back yard of the property located at 518 East Second Street.  
This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is congruous with 
the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 4.6 Fences 
and Walls.  Her motion was seconded by Colleen Knight and all voted in favor.    
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B.  Minor Works 
 
1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 

the owner of 524 West Second Street to replace rotten siding using like materials on the 
property. 

2. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 127 West Street to install a fire escape o the west elevation of the 
property. 

3. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 202 West Main Street to replace the existing windows on the second floor 
using like materials on the property. 

4. A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
the owner of 106 West Main Street to replace the roof and elevator shaft siding using 
like materials on the property. 

 
Colleen Knight made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Her motion was 
seconded by Karen Mann and all voted in favor. 

 
VI. Other Business 

 
Emily Rebert stated that back in November of 2018 the City of Washington came before the 
Commission to discuss replacing the clear clerestory windows at the Civic Center.  She explained 
that as of right now they pulled the application because they are leaning towards using a wooden 
replacement window.  She stated that replacing with a wooden window would be a minor works, 
but the City would still like to have input from the Commission.  The City would like to know if the 
Commission supports the wooden replacement windows or would they like the application to come 
before them with the alternative option which was aluminum.  Mark Everett stated that his 
recollection of the discussion was that the Commission would generally prefer like materials, which 
would mean wooden windows, but given the height and the difficulty maintaining those windows 
the question was did it make more sense, particularly when using tax payer’s money, to allow the 
City to use an alternative material that would enhance the longevity and reduce maintenance.  He 
stated that he can only speak as one member of the Commission, but while the preference would 
probably be wood, he personally is willing to show some flexibility on that.  Mr. Everett stated that 
the windows are not visible from the ground and it will be an ongoing maintenance issue.  The 
Commission discussed the initial request of the aluminum frame window and some of the issues 
that came up with that request.  Emily Rebert stated that the aluminum replacement windows were 
not congruous with the Historic Preservation Guidelines.  Colleen Knight stated that the windows 
are pretty significant to the overall architecture and the look of the building.  Emily Rebert stated 
that both companies did offer a 16-year warranty whether they went with the aluminum or the 
wooden window.  Mark Everett explained that the City is just looking for some guidance or 
preference from the Commission to go on record.  He stated that the Council is going to consider 
this item at their next meeting and asked the members for their guidance.  Colleen Knight stated 
that it isn’t fair for the Commission to hold the City to a different standard than they do individuals.  
William Kenner stated that the Commission is not suppose to consider the cost of a project when 
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making their decisions.  He stated that they are only suppose to consider if the request is following 
the design guidelines.  Colleen Knight stated that the Commission would not allow a home owner to 
replace their wooden windows with aluminum.  Emily Rebert stated that currently the windows are 
just glass wedged between two pieces of wood.  She explained that Double Hung would be 
constructing a wooden window with the double pane of glass.  Karen Mann stated that her 
preference would be for the City to back with a wooden window because she felt like you can 
always tell when a wooden window is replaced with an alternate material in a historic structure.  
Karen Mann stated that the City has bucket trucks that should be able to access those windows 
better than a private resident could get to their own windows.   Ms. Mann stated that the Civic 
Center is a very visible and significant structure in the district.  Mark Everett stated that it sounded 
like the Commission’s preference would be supporting the wooden replacement windows.  William 
Kenner stated that the Commission has to hold the City to the same standard as the residents.   
 
VII. Approval of Minutes – February 5, 2019 
Colleen Knight made a motion to approve the February minutes.  Her motion was seconded by 
William Kenner and all voted in favor. 

 
VIII. Adjourn 
There being no other business Karen Mann made a motion to adjourn.  William Kenner seconded 
the motion  


